Using the Resources with Special Educational Needs Students

We hope that these resources will be used by students with a range of Special Educational Needs. Some resources will need to be adapted to meet specific needs and/ or supported by another person as is often the case with classroom resources used by SEN students.

The resources are deliberately very visual and in some cases have no text at all. For example, the ‘Your View of the Windwards’ section contains four ‘photo-only’ PowerPoint presentations. These images should be able to be used in class by most sighted students. Teachers may like to use them to generate discussion, as a sorting exercise, or to create narratives (visual, oral or written) along with the suggestions offered alongside the resources.
Many of the resources work well for whole class teaching. A good example of this is the ‘A question of bananas’ game found in the ‘Fairtrade in the Windwards’ section. Most questions have a visual element and the interactivity of the game should maintain the students’ interest. Some of the text may need to be simplified by the teacher.
We recognize that students with a visual impairment may find most of these resources difficult to access. There is however, one resource that may prove interesting. This is a video interview of a Fairtrade banana grower from St Vincent. (He speaks with a strong dialect which is written in text form below.) 
Since most SEN staff become experts at supporting their particular students, they are probably best placed to decide which resources are most useful and whether and how to adapt them. In her excellent new book, ‘Meeting SEN in the Curriculum: Geography’, Diane Swift offers further suggestions on how teachers could adapt lessons to meet the needs of a wide range of SEN students. 

We hope to develop the site further and would welcome comments (in the Feedback box) from SEN staff and students about how useful these resources are in their current form and how we could improve them further. For example, we are already planning to add more interviews with people from the Windward Isles.

