Mystery – How is Rafique Fitzpatrick affected by Mrs Wilson’s shopping trips?

Rationale

This mystery is designed to encourage pupils to deal with ambiguity through addressing a question where they are not even sure what information is relevant – (just like real life).

In the process they have to practise and develop some crucial skills.

Sorting relevant information from irrelevant information.

Interpreting information.

Making links between disparate pieces of information.

Speculating to form hypotheses.

Checking & refining.

Explaining.

Context

This mystery has been designed to be used as part of a KS3 scheme of work on understanding interdependence and sustainable development.

It may be a good idea to do an introductory lesson on location and explaining fair trade.  This activity could easily be included in a GCSE unit on sustainable development.

Preparation
Decide on the composition of groups usually 3-4.

Aim for a mix abilities and possibly gender to help discussion.

Cut up the statements and write on the envelope the key question.  ‘How is Rafique Fitzpatrick affected by Mrs Wilson’s shopping trip?’

You may wish to provide other resource material such as maps and some images to either:

understand place

stimulate ideas of supply and demand

Collect resources such as glue and enough large sheets of sugar paper (or A2/A3 paper) for sticking statements down for each group.

Think about the room and the space available.  Each group needs a fair amount of working space.  Move tables together to allow them to work.

Launch Instructions

Introduce the idea of a Detective Story where pupils will use the evidence and their own ideas to find out what has happened (LIKE Sherlock Holmes).

Organise the groups.

Distribute the envelopes plus any additional resources.

Ask pupils to read the key question on the envelope without opening it and then to make some predictions about what the answer might be.  ‘How is Rafique Fitzpatrick affected by Mrs Wilson’s shopping trip?’

Ask them to read the statements quickly to see if there are any words they need explaining and that they have a full set of statements.  Give about 4-5 minutes.

Get them to find on a map(s) all the places and things mentioned on the cards.

Tell the group they are going to use the statements to answer the question.

Must consider all the information but not all is relevant.

They can use own knowledge and other information to give a convincing explanation.

Sorting the statements is important.

Management

Try not to give too much support.  Allow the pupils to come up with their own ideas.

Praise and reinforce good work and if classes are struggling get them to focus on particular statements.

The PowerPoint provided can give structure to help management of the class but allow them time to think and sort.

Carry a pad around and make notes on conversations which can be used when asking how each group classified their statements.

Group discussions, manipulation of the statements and sticking down could take the first lesson and the second lesson could be the production of an extended piece of writing.

They must also make notes during the first session to cement knowledge and links between the statements.

Debrief

General ideas

It is important to use detailed open questioning to force pupils to think beyond the simplistic, by focusing and praising then probing with:

Can you expand on that…

Or, tell us more about that…

Or, why do you think that…

It may be possible to get other groups to do the probing.  Flush out the best groups by asking ‘Has anyone got an alternative’?  Or ‘so this is the best answer’?

Generic question will also help pupils understand what they have been doing.  i.e. learning about learning.

How did you do the task?

What did you physically do with the pieces of paper and why? (some may have sequenced others may have grouped them).

How did your ideas and approach change over the course of the discussion?

How did your group operate?

Who took the lead?

Was it hard to get everyone to listen?

Did everyone get a chance to contribute?

How did you resolve disagreements?

Follow up

Writing up the task is important to consolidate what has been learnt.

Pupils should be asked to write an answer to the key question.  They should include Social/ Economic and Environmental impacts, facts and figures about St. Vincent and the Grenadines, links between the two people and the country.

The PowerPoint could be used to stimulate ideas through differentiation.

I suggest a writing frame and aim to include discussion ideas to go beyond the statements used.

Factual information about each country was sourced from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/ on 20/02/06.

A google search will also help students investigate Fairtrade in the form of an enquiry.

