Impact of the Banana Industry. Windward Isles. 
What is the impact of the Fairtrade movement on St Vincent?
Some of these changes are not just because of Fairtrade. They are due to the changing economy of the Windward Isles. 
	Environmental
	Economic
	Social

	Bananas are not planted as close to rivers. This is to prevent any chemicals reaching the water supply. 
	Farmers get 4.67c more for each pound of bananas.
	Social Premium helps to build schools.

	The Buffer Zone is 16 feet away from streams.
	Farmers have more confidence that it’s worthwhile staying in Banana Production 
	No child labour allowed

	No fertilizers are allowed to be used in the  Buffer Zone.
	Money (wages) go to the rural areas. This helps keep people on the land.
	Tourism is not the only way to earn money. Gives people a choice about what type of job to train for.

	Farmers who are part of the Fairtrade scheme are given trees to plant on their land. This is to help with soil conservation on steep hills.
	Higher cost of production. People in the UK would not pay the higher prices, but do because of the Fairtrade labelling.
	Many farmers have sold their land and numbers farming are declining. Fairtrade is not enough to protect jobs for all farmers.

	Farmers are educated and encouraged to protect the environment. 
	Farmer receives 5% more than normal trade would provide.


	Fairtrade farmers are earning more money, keeping people in rural areas.

	Fairtrade farmers are not allowed to use any chemicals without authorisation from Fairtrade Managers.
	Social Premium helps improve roads -easier for farmers to get their produce to the markets. 
	

	Old banana plants are mulched and returned to the land- adding nutrients and protecting soils.
	
	

	WIBDECO research new methods of weed control.
	
	

	Farmers use strimmers to cut down weeds between banana plants. These are shared between the farms and reduce chemical use. 
	
	

	Strimmers cut into twine used to support banana plants.
	
	

	Number of birds increase and wildlife benefits from less chemical pollution. 
	
	



- 2 -


