Key Stage 3 Geography fieldwork

Using the local environment

The aim of this activity is to take real advantage of the Ordnance Survey’s allocation of £3000 worth of OS maps for pupils. The document ‘How some Schools have used their free OS maps’ is a starting point. (see www.ordsvy.gov.uk -Education - Free Maps). 

Links with National Curriculum: 1a b c d 2 a b c d e f g 3 a c d  5 a b

Overall Aims: 

1.To investigate in detail one grid square on an OS map in order to improve observation and mapping skills( compass direction, symbols and keys in activity 1)

 2.To investigate in detail one grid square on an OS map in order to improve knowledge and understanding of the local environment

3. To investigate in detail one grid square on an OS map in order to describe and explore environmental change 

The following activities could be given as homework or could be fieldtrip activities.

	Activity 1 

How well do you know your grid square?


Resources needed: OS map enlarged square, OS Key, Compass, data recording sheet

Length of activity 1 lesson - preparation and completion of columns 1 and2 of the data recording table, teaching how to use a compass 2 homework or field work lesson 3 lesson follow up
Organising the Activity:

Students are allocated a grid square to visit. Simply by observing what is in the area

pupils complete the data recording sheet. 

Recording the data

Column 1 This activity should be completed before visiting the grid square. Copy all the symbols that are found in your square. Each symbol should be drawn on a separate line

Column 2 This activity should be completed before visiting the grid square. Use the OS key to write down the meaning of each symbol

Column 3 When you are standing in your grid square, mark in pencil with a large X where you are standing. Can you see all the things that you have noted down in Columns 1 and 2? Go through your list and answer Yes, No. Some things may be out of your vision and you should note this by writing OOV

Column 4 Use the compass to find out in what direction from where you are standing (the X on the grid)  are the things you can see. 

Do not forget to complete the final part of the data sheet

OS Grid Square Reference
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	Column 3

Observation
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	List any items that occur in the landscape but are not noted on the map

	What was your square like? Choose one of the words from the following pairs to best describe the landscape of your square and underline it

ugly             beautiful                                             soft          hard

interesting   boring                                                private     public

bright          dull                                                      still          moving

harmony     discord                                                dislike     like

cold             warm                                                  full           empty

pleasant      unpleasant                                         colourful  colourless

disordered   ordered                                             wet           dry

simple      complex                                                flat            hilly

natural        manmade                                           tarmac      fields 


Analysing the data and wider conclusions

1 Column 4(Compass directions) will need to be checked before the lesson to see whether students have mastered the skill of using a compass

2 Class report back on what they found out. The following guiding questions may focus the discussion

How many items did you find on the map?

How many items did you find reality?

Why could you not see some items that were marked on the map?

Why could you not see these items?

What items did you observe but were not marked on the map?

Why were these items not on the map? 

Are there any symbols that you would recommend to the OS that could be added to their key?

What do you think there are a limited number of items in the key?

What words did you underline to describe your square?

What was your square like?

What did you like about your square?

What did you dislike about your square? - litter, inappropriate buildings, too much noise/traffic, too much concrete/not enough green

In what ways do you think your square could be improved to make a better environment?

3 Class write up a description of their square under the headings

The items in my square  - seen and unseen

Does the landscape in my square need to be improved?

	Activity 2 

Are you a landscape detective?


Resources needed: OS map enlarged square, OS Key, Compass, sketching sheet, possibly a digital camera
Length of activity 1 lesson - preparation - teaching how to use a compass, introduce the idea of being a landscape detective -  to find out how interacting sets of factors combine to bring about landscapes with their own individual characteristics, - to develop skills in landscape literacy, map reading, sketching and recording information 2 homework or field work lesson 3 lesson follow up
Organising the Activity:

Students are allocated a grid square to visit. Simply by observing what is in the area

and by completing a sketch, students become landscape detectives. If students have already completed activity 1 they will have a good knowledge of what is in their square. 

Recording the data

Students choose a sketching site in the square. Things to consider when choosing the site - height in relation to surrounding land, presence of fences, barriers etc which mar the view, numbers of items in the background, foreground and middle distance. Try to pick a landscape where there are certain defining items that can be drawn.

Alternatively, digital images of the preferred landscape can be taken and from it an outline landscape provided for the students to complete.

Before they begin sketching students write complete part A of the following sheet:

	LANDSCAPE DETECTIVE SKETCHING

	A To be completed BEFORE you start the sketch
	B To be completed AFTER you have completed the sketch

	Background

	Write down up to 4 items you can see 

1

2

3

4
	Using your own sketch, write down 4 more items that you have observed 

1

2

3

4

	Middle ground

	Write down up to 4 items you can see 

1

2

3

4
	Using your own sketch, write down 4 more items that you have observed 

1

2

3

4

	Fore ground

	Write down up to 4 items you can see 

1

2

3

4
	Using your own sketch, write down 4 more items that you have observed 

1

2

3

4

	
	


Landscape detective sketching tips

· write down the GR of your position 

· write on the sketch the compass direction of the view

· draw a border or frame to give shape to your landscape

· use a soft pencil and have a rubber handy

· decide on what you want to show and ignore unnecessary detail(cars, people)

· be careful not to make slopes too steep

· try to give sense of scale -trees and buildings can help you do this

· start with the things that are furthest away from you, working towards the foreground

· label the main elements of the sketch, remembering you are a landscape detective

· put a number beside each key feature. These numbers can be used later when you are writing about the landscape

· give your sketch a title

Analysing the data and wider conclusions

No doubt the sketches will be of very varying quality, but it should be emphasised that the purpose of the activity was to find out about the landscape - being a landscape detective - not producing an artistic master piece! 

Ways of using the sketches - interpreting the sketch - providing evidence about the landscape

· using the numbered items on the sketches students write an analytical commentary about what the sketch shows - where are various items

· students complete column B of the Landscape Detective Sketching Sheet and compare what they have written in the two columns

· students interpret what they have found out about their grid square

The following set of questions may focus the detectives:
What do you consider was the most important feature in your landscape and why?

What was the most interesting feature in your landscape and why?

What did you over look - look at column A -  when you first looked at the landscape and why?

Which part of your landscape - back, middle or fore ground was the most interesting and why?

What did you detect about this landscape which you did not know before you started this activity?

If you could change your landscape to make it more pleasant what would you remove and why?

What would you like to add to your landscape to make it better and why?
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