Examples of how learning about food, farming and the countryside is carried out at Charles Dickens
Geography
The children study a farm in the U.K. to improve their ability to describe and explain how and why places are similar and different from other places in the same country and globally.

When giving the children photos of the farm, areas of focus are based around the following ‘key questions:’  
1.  Where is this place?


                  
2.  What is this place like?

3.  Why is this place as it is?



4.  How is this place connected to other places?

5. How is this place changing?

6. What would it feel like to be in this place?

7. How is this place similar to, or different from, other places?

8. How can this place be improved/ made sustainable?

N.B.  Remember:

( The questions are ordered in complexity.    ( Use geographical vocabulary.

( The questions need to be adapted i.e. may need to take out and change the word ‘place’.              ( Think about the physical & human characteristics.
( What other kinds of questions could you ask?  E.g.  What has this place got to do with me?  What other sources could I use to find out about this place?  Do we buy things from this place?
( Think about what you would hear/smell and what season it is.

Literacy
Below are some examples of how we incorporate learning about food, farming and the countryside into speaking and listening.

To develop the children's skills of presenting to different audiences, learning to work as a group, taking turns in discussions and making relevant contributions, the children carry out:

- Role plays e.g. farmers, market stall holders and greengrocers

- Drama/assemblies

- Debates e.g.
Homemade V Fast-food

  

Local produce V Supermarket



Conventional farming V Organic



Town V Countryside
Writing activities could include diary entries, designing a British farming leaflet for UK visitors or making a British countryside alphabet frieze.

Art

Two representatives from each class in the school used fruit and vegetables as the basis for making a mural to improve our school playground.  First of all they made still life drawings of fruit and vegetables.  Then they developed these drawings, before making clay tiles for the mural.

During Art Week a Year 5 and 6 class studied the work of the artist Andy Goldsworthy.  They particularly focussed on making sustainable art.  The children worked in small groups of 4-6 to create pieces of art in the park using natural materials including leaves, twigs and stones.  When they had finished creating, they took photographs of their work.  Then they left their sculptures to decompose naturally and they kept the photographs as a record.

Growing Area
Below is a table detailing how we set up and use our growing area. 

	Target

To use greenhouse and growing area.

To grow a variety of fruit and vegetable and to use in school dinners.

All classes to use and to plan into curriculum.


	Steps taken

Asked classes what they would like to grow, as a continuation of previous growing.                                   Apply for green house                                    Put up green house        

Get seeds and equipment

Put raised beds up and collected old containers and bins to grow in.

Meeting arranged to decide how to look after area.

Early years learning to plant and care for plants.  Parents helped to plant too.

Once a week after school club with Waterloo Green Trust.

Vegetables harvested and used in school lunches.

Years 5 and 6 incorporated growing area into science and literacy curriculum.  For example, in literacy they made persuasive leaflets.  In science they looked at plants and their importance in the environment. 

Years 1 and 2 incorporating area into science, numeracy, art and literacy curriculum.  For example, in numeracy solved word problems involving growing area, and weighed and measured vegetables.

Key Stage 2 Orchard Project with Walworth Garden Farm set up an orchard of 12 trees.
	Progress to date/results

Before and after photographs.

School council meeting October 05.     

4th May, Greenhouse erected.                                   4th May 2006.                                   Ongoing, started 11th May.  Volunteers came to help clear area on Friday 26th May.

2nd May 2006 staff meeting to discuss growing area and how classes going to use it.

Spring and Summer Term 2006.  Photographs.

Every Thursday 5-6pm, started 11th May.  Tina to start 2nd gardening club Sept 06.

Summer Term & Autumn Term 2006.  Photographs of vegetables harvested.

Summer Term 2006

Photographs and children’s work to show work completed.  Year 6 based their leaving play around the environment too.

Autumn Term 2006

Evidence of use of area in planning, photographs, children’s books and on displays.

1 year project to start 4th October 2006


Below are some specific examples of curriculum work carried out relating to the growing area.

	Years 1 and 2
	Literacy
	Made rules for working in the school growing area.  Displayed and made labels for objects/utensils in the growing area.

	Years 5 and 6
	Science
	Investigated the different conditions that plants need to grow.  For example, do plants grow when the liquid used is coca-cola/carbonated water?  Do plants grow in different light conditions (using diff. coloured, see-through plastic)?


Current Affairs

Classes have maps of the World and the UK in each of their classrooms, surrounded by the key questions from geography relating to place.  Children are encouraged to bring in interesting newspaper/magazine articles, photographs/postcards and time is set aside to discuss these and to locate the places (if relevant) on the maps.  One Year 3 and 4 class focussed on bringing in articles and photographs relating to sustainability, farming and food.

ICT
Children made instructions for growing vegetables and plant labels for the growing area.  Other ICT work could include: making a short video/diary of either a visit to a farm or daily activities on a farm, and designing a British Food/Farming leaflet for visitors to Britain.

Fruit Scheme

All children have the opportunity to have fruit at break-time.  In numeracy, Years 1 and 2 have been collecting data to monitor the scheme and to see which classes are eating the most fruit.

Great Vegetable Giveaway

With the help of Bankside Open Spaces Trust, the school hosted a very successful community event to encourage growing and eating vegetables.  At the event there was a barbeque of locally sourced vegetables, face painting, a fruit and vegetable drawing competition and everyone present had the opportunity to plant up a vegetable seedling to care for at home.

Soil Association

A representative from the Soil Association came to school and carried out a one day workshop.  The sessions included thinking about local versus global, food miles, a tasting session of fruit and vegetables and looking at the necessary food chains needed to get our food.  The children also created their own persuasive TV adverts for local, organic and healthy food.  The class then developed these pieces of drama and performed them in a whole school assembly to the rest of the children, staff and parents.
The Soil Association also organised a trip for 45 children to visit an organic farm in Kent.  The class then used this visit as a basis for creating leaflets on organic farming in literacy and to compliment their geography work.

Eco-School

Being an Eco-School has enabled the children’s learning to relate more to real life and therefore it has built enthusiasm and curiosity and made the children more motivated.  It puts learning into context and makes it accessible, especially for children who are of a lower ability.  It has also helped with behavioural issues.  For example, children have enjoyed the opportunity to grow and care for vegetables and to investigate what plants need to grow.  It has really given them a sense of ownership, pride and an opportunity to learn to look after living organisms.  Over the last couple of years our SATs results have moved into the top 25% of the country, which is a big improvement.  We see the Eco-Schools programme continuing to become more and more embedded into the everyday life of the community of Charles Dickens Primary School and it is becoming progressively ingrained into our curriculum and not just an addition to the curriculum that we offer.
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