	CEVAS Unit 2: Food, Farming & the Countryside in the National Curriculum                                                      Proforma for Visit Plan 

	Activity

Observe and record plants and animals on the farm 
	National Curriculum Subject

Science  - habitats
	Key Stage

Two
	Year (s)

4 

(age 8 years)



	Learning outcomes: What will the pupils learn as a result of the visit? 

Different animals have different requirements, but all need food, shelter and water.  Ruminants graze grass. Wildlife look after themselves. Domestic animals must be given shelter and food


	Locations on the farm: Route, stopping and viewing places, map

Farm buildings – in-bye  field – ponds - small wood > Lunch  > fell – rough grassland


	Learning activities: What activities take place and where?
Finding different habitats and the different plants and animals within them. A range of habitats across the farm to be visited



	Resources: E.g. tape measures, trowels, specimen bags, species identification cards
Simple I-Spy key.  Pencils.  Farm to set insect traps.  



	Organisation factors: Timing, health & safety notes, group size, poor weather

Duration of visit from 10.00am to 2.00pm. AM 2 hours. Lunch 12-12.30.  pm 12.30- 2.00pm  Children to be in two groups of 20.  Health & safety information to be provided



	Pre-visit contact with school: How does the activity fit into what is going on in school? Have the teachers made any special requests?
Learning is concerned with habitats; a range of different habitats is required


	Evaluation methods: How will you judge that the visit was successful?

Teachers to be given written evaluation sheet to be returned. Follow-up ‘phone call to be made.




VISIT PLAN EXAMPLE 1 

VISIT PLAN EXAMPLE 2

	CEVAS Unit 2: Food, Farming & the Countryside in the National Curriculum                                                      Proforma for Visit Plan 

	Activity

Study of hedgerows  
	National Curriculum Subject

Geography
	Key Stage

Four
	Year (s)

10 & 11  

(age 14-16 years)



	Learning outcomes: What will the pupils learn as a result of the visit? 

Purpose of hedgerows- field boundary, windbreak, livestock barrier, wildlife habitats.

Hedgerow characteristics- varieties of plants and animals.

Hedgerow maintenance – hand and machine

	Locations on the farm: Route, stopping and viewing places, map

Farmyard  and various hedgerow locations

	Learning activities: What activities take place and where?
Walks to various pre-arranged locations to view newly planted hedgerows. Discuss varieties- semi-ancient hedgerows, layered hedgerows, severely trimmed and unkempt hedgerows.



	Resources: E.g. tape measures, trowels, specimen bags, species identification cards
Tape measures, string, sample bags, camera, binoculars, sketch books and pencil, suitable clothing and footwear.  



	Organisation factors: Timing, health & safety notes, group size, poor weather

Welcome talk on arrival. Run through relevant health and safety issues. Hand washing at end of visit.



	Pre-visit contact with school: How does the activity fit into what is going on in school? Have the teachers made any special requests?
Pre-visit to discuss itinerary and objectives. Risk assessment jointly completed by farm and teachers. Group size and duration of visit agreed.


	Evaluation methods: How will you judge that the visit was successful?

Teachers to be given written evaluation sheet at ed of visit. Notes to be made during visit of any points raised. Pupils’ letters and test results to be used as part of evaluation..




VISIT PLAN EXAMPLE 3

	CEVAS Unit 2: Food, Farming & the Countryside in the National Curriculum                                                      Proforma for Visit Plan 

	Activity

Sheep shearing
	National Curriculum Subject

Science - textiles
	Key Stage

Two
	Year (s)

3 

(age 7years)

	Learning outcomes: What will the pupils learn as a result of the visit? 

Pupils will gain firsthand knowledge of the process by which wool is harvested. They will see where it comes from, how it is gathered and stored and its state before processing.

	Locations on the farm: Route, stopping and viewing places, map

At the shearing pens in the field behind the barn.

	Learning activities: What activities take place and where?
Observation of how sheep are caught, held, shorn and released. Close inspection of the equipment used and how it is looked after. Observation of fleece rolling in readiness for transport. Practical experience of rolling fleeces. Collection of pieces of wool for classroom inspection.



	Resources: E.g. tape measures, trowels, specimen bags, species identification cards
Bags for collecting wool; digital camera for recording wool processing; appropriate clothing and footwear.



	Organisation factors: Timing, health & safety notes, group size, poor weather

Visit will require good weather- suggest small group only in case weather causes cancellation. Visit duration to be approximately one hour. Necessary to ensure that al pupils have a good view without being bumped by shorn sheep leaving the pen.



	Pre-visit contact with school: How does the activity fit into what is going on in school? Have the teachers made any special requests?
Visit is part of textile work within science at Key Stage 2. Visit will complement internet-based research into other textiles such as cotton and nylon. Learning on the visit to be related to pupils’ own clothes


	Evaluation methods: How will you judge that the visit was successful?

Teachers to be given  evaluation form. Photographs to be taken during visit to reflect on level of pupil participation. Work produced by pupils to be reviewed in order to ensure relevance of visit. Pupils to give a talk on their visit at assembly- level of detail will reflect value of visit.





