Preparing for Farm Visits

Things to consider

When you are considering offering school visits to your farm, there are a number of key questions to answer:  

· Who will be your market?  Are you looking to attract primary school children or do you have more specialist knowledge available to older students?  

· What level of insurance is required?

· What are the Health & Safety implications? 

· Do you have toilets and hand washing facilities?

· Is there a place for coaches to park?

· Is there somewhere undercover for children to eat?

· Will there be disabled access to as many areas as possible?

What’s the next step?

Do some research, such as:

· Spend some time ringing round the schools in your area.  Ask to speak to the Head teacher and explain what you are planning to do.  The Head might be able to say whether they would find your facility useful.

· Look at www.farmsforteachers.org.uk  for information about other farms offering visits. Get hold of brochures and leaflets advertising farm visits in other areas.  

· Contact the Local Education Authority in your area to find out what their policy is on school visits, especially to farms.

www.dfes.gov.uk/leas
· Visit the HSE and FACE websites to find out more about the Health & Safety implications

www.hse.gov.uk
· Speak to your insurer to see if you are covered for visits and what costs might be needed. 

Look at your farm and ask what it is that might be of interest. (Look at the farm profiles on www.face-online.org.uk for ideas of topics of interest.) Think about:

· Livestock

· Crops

· Buildings

· Fields

· Water features

· Trees

· Conservation areas

· People on the farm

· Information technology

· Other enterprises on the farm

Helpful tips

Preparing for farm visits was discussed with farmers, and others who run farm attractions, as a workshop at the Farms For Schools 2003 Conference.  The list below is a selection of their ideas:

1. If possible, have a secure place available to leave bags, packed lunches etc

2. Inform schools of daily activities on the farm and the times they take place: feeding times, displays and demonstrations etc

3. Do you have maps and plans of the farm?  These can be adapted for all ages and abilities and can provide lots of activities.

4. Prepare a safe, short walk around the farm with a simple map that the pupils can follow.  Mark things of particular interest at points along the way.  These may change with the seasons!

5. Consider a more detailed map for older pupils.  Perhaps add grid lines so that particular features can be identified using grid references.

6. Real statistics will be of interest if students are studying subjects such as Business or Leisure & Tourism.  Can you provide data with regard to inputs and outputs?

7. Remember, you, as the farmer, are a valuable resource.  If possible, take groups round yourself or at least allow time for an “Ask the farmer” session.  There is no substitute for your expert knowledge!

8. Your farm might be an inspiration for art studies or for work in textiles or engineering.  Try to be flexible if you want to maximise the potential of your farm.

9. Talk to the teacher to find out what subject the pupils are studying and whether there are children with special needs in the group.

10. Offer a pre-visit to the teacher so that you can  tour the farm, identifying areas of interest and any potential hazards.  

11. Explain in your pack how a farm visit isn’t just great for the children—it can provide Professional Development for the teachers.  If you can, offer to talk at a staff meeting.
12. Send out publicity material for parents’ use and ask if schools will distribute it when asking parents about the trip.

13. Include in your pack endorsements from other teachers.

14. Make sure everyone is welcomed on arrival and that farm staff are introduced.  Explain roles and responsibilities so that all adults and children know who is in charge of what.

15. Don’t leave out the coach driver!  If s/he’s staying during the visit, how about a cup of tea, a comfy chair and even a TV!  That’s assuming the driver doesn’t want to take part in the tour!

16. If possible, have some spare sets of Wellington boots available- pupils will not always arrive in appropriate clothing.

17. Offer something for the class to take away—samples of wheat or other crops, for example.

18. Send your own thank you letter to the school.  Include a family visit voucher, perhaps to be used as a prize in a fund-raising event.

19. Follow up a visit by offering to go into school. 

20. Send a photo to show the lambs that were born after the visit or the height the crops reached.

21. Display children’s thank you letters, pictures and the stories they have sent you.  But do keep the display up to date and remove torn, dated materials.

For details of Farms For Schools see www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools
.  
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