
Growing FACE 
Farm Membership!
FACE is delighted that an increasing 
number of farmers have opted 
to take up membership of FACE.  
Our farm members are attracted 
by FACE’s offer to provide 
educational help and expertise  
via its network of regional  
co-ordinators. We are also 
welcoming a growing number  
of schools!

Members are invited to seminars 
at which costs are subsidised and 
can access 
reduced 
rates 
for CRB 
applications. 
A new 
members-
only 
resources 
section to 
the FACE website has just been 
launched! 

If you would like to find out more 
about joining us, please contact 
enquiries@face-online.org.uk or 
ring 0845 838 7192
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Everyday foods are mostly taken 
for granted. But food is not just 
something that we eat but is part 
of our culture through its history, 
mythology, allure, obsessions, 
perils and taboos.

Take the humble onion as an 
example. Where did onions first 
come from? How did they get to 
be grown in Britain? Are Spring 
onions available all year round? 
What makes us so like (or dislike) 
their taste? How many ways are 
they used in cooking? Why do 
different cultures value different 
varieties? Why do some cultures 
have prejudices against the eating 
of onions? Why were onions used 
in folk medicine? 

What better way to stimulate 
enquiring minds and encourage 
interest than to use a questioning 
approach about food as the 
starting point for activities? You 
would be surprised at the number 
of questions that are generated by 
children about the most obvious 
objects. Given the opportunity, 
children will discover the wonder 
and excitement of everyday foods 
and hopefully begin to value those 
who grow it.

Given the opportunity of a 
questioning approach, children will 
discover the wonder and excitement 
of everyday foods and hopefully 
begin to value those who grow it.

Anglia Farmers Ltd, Norwich
Bucklebury Farm Park, Reading
Childs Farmhouse, Rochester, Kent
Holly Bank School, Mirfield,  
West Yorkshire
Hope Valley College, Derbyshire
Horsley Woodhouse Primary 
School, Ilkeston, Derbyshire
Imbhams Farm Granary, Haslemere
Riggmoor Reindeer, Ripon,  
North Yorkshire
The Garlic Farm, Sandown,  
Isle of Wight
And finally…
Woodhouse Community Farm,  
Nr Lichfield, Staffordshire

An historic farm in South 
Staffordshire has thrown open its 
gates to schools and colleges in the 
region after a ground -breaking 
deal to save it from being sold off.  
Woodhouse Community Farm at 
Whittington near Lichfield was left 
in trust to the neighbouring city of 
Birmingham in 1936. Two years ago 
the city decided to auction it off.

But a Community group 
Woodhouse Community Farm  
Ltd has now negotiated a long 
term lease under which it  
will become responsible for its  

day-to-day management and long 
term restoration.

Many of the features of the 23 acre 
farm were designed by “Capability 
Brown” including an orangery and 
a 3.7 acre walled garden. That 
has since been returned to full 
production and the farm has been 
restocked with cattle, pigs and 
chicken. The group has also drawn 
up ambitious plans for a custom 
built “Food Studies Centre” where 
visitors will be able to get involved 
from the fork to the fork. 

“�We are keen to develop links 
with all schools and colleges in 
the area, particularly since many 
have lost their own gardens and 
farms. We also want to encourage 
young people not only to grow their 
own fresh food but also to help 
them learn how to cook it” said 
Chairman Rob Golding.

woodhousecommunityfarm.co.uk

Welcome to members who have joined 
us in the past 6 months, including:

CRB  
Disclosures
If you are an organisation wishing to 
use Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) 
checks as part of your recruitment 

or appointment processes, FACE 
may be able to help you by supplying 
the necessary forms and guidance. 
Our charges are very competitive: 
only £25 per application for non-
members and £20 for FACE 
members. (In addition the CRB 

makes a charge of £44 for all 
applicants except volunteers). 

If we can help you with CRB 
Disclosures, please telephone  
0845 838 7192 or email  
janet@face-online.org.uk

About FACE will be changing to an e-newsletter in 2012. To make sure you are signed up to receive this,  
please register at http://www.face-online.org.uk/newsletter

Contact 
us to get 
involved!

with compliments
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This year the awards ceremony 
took place in the stunning 
surroundings of the Clothworkers’ 
Hall where 100 guests assembled 
on September 20th to celebrate 
the best in farming education. This 
year’s winners were:

Access:  
Treflach Farm, Oswestry	

Biodiversity:  
Butterfly Lodge, Colchester	

Careers:  
Rylands Farm, Sherbourne	

Farm to Classroom:  
Warriner School Farm, Bloxham	

Innovative Learning:  
Glendale Agricultural Society	

Overall Winner:  
Rylands Farm, Sherbourne

FACE News

FACE was thrilled to receive the 
following email from farmer  
Teresa Pye:

“I just wanted to say thank you for 
providing the outline how to make 
the Milking Cow. My Husband 
and Father in Law constructed it 
for the farm I work for: Hook & 
Son, Longleys Farm Hailsham East 
Sussex BN27 1ER.

We had an open day on Saturday 
and it gave the children immense 
pleasure to be able to ‘milk a cow’ I 
have attached a picture of ‘Kate’ on 

the back of milk float as she arrived 
on the farm!”

Milking Cow model

The FACE Annual Meeting 2011 
was kindly hosted by the Royal 
Horticultural Society in the 
beautiful surroundings of Harlow 
Carr Gardens. The meeting took 
place in the Bramall Learning 
Centre, a cutting-edge sustainable 

construction where members and 
guests listened to presentations by 
members including the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society and NFU. 
Mike Goodfellow provided an 
entertaining overview of the 
current education system and David 

Thompson explained his work as 
the FACE co-ordinator in the  
North East.

After a sumptuous lunch provided 
by the renowned Betty’s of 
Harrogate, attendees were given a 
guided tour of the beautiful gardens.

New kitchen, dining and classroom 
facilities at Bore Place Organic Farm 
provided a fabulous location for 
the recent FACE cookery seminar. 
Farmers and teachers enjoyed 
rolling up their sleeves to create 
tasty, seasonal, savoury dishes 
under the careful guidance of Bore 
Place staff.  Farmers and teachers 
were also lucky enough to master 
the art of pastry making whilst 
producing mini-apple pies with in-

school cookery experts and FACE 
members Cookies Kitchen.

With the majority of 
ingredients being supplied 
by the educational gardens 
at Bore Place, farmers and 
teachers not only picked 
up lots of practical tips for 
cooking with school groups, 
but also ideas and inspiration 
as to how to incorporate 

cookery sessions into their existing 
programmes of activity.

Carrots to 
Cookies
FACE was pleased to be working 
with Cosford Museum near 
Wolverhampton and Telford again 
this year. The ‘Carrots to Cookies’ 
event has run for the last few years. 

Over a week around 400  
primary school children from as  
far as Birmingham and Stoke  
visited the site for a WWII  
evacuee experience. 

Children were involved in a number 
of activities including making 
cookies. At the garden plot ‘Adam 
the Gardener’, played by Cosford’s 
Philip Clayton, puts children through 
their paces ‘training’ them in correct 
use of garden tools and planting 
vegetables for the war effort. 
‘Farmer Brian’ (FACE Regional Co-
ordinator Brian Hainsworth) gives 
instruction in animal husbandry 
and the duties the evacuees will be 
expected to help with on the farm. 
Children also received instruction 

in growing and harvesting of carrots 
and potatoes!

FACE News

FACE Annual MeetingFACE Cookery seminar

A Taskforce supported by Defra 
has been established in order to 
make recommendations around 
food growing in schools. Research 
is being undertaken to gather 
best practice both nationally and 
internationally in order to inform 
this process. FACE is involved in the 
taskforce and Bill Graham chairs 
the Education group.

Food Growing 
in Schools 
Taskforce

Bayer/FACE 
Awards



Farmer Training 
continues 
More farmers than ever are 
signing up online and completing 
the CEVAS course. The Distance 
Learning package has been updated 

and made more user friendly. 
Recent trainees report that the 
package is now very easy to use.  
Registering for the course can  
now be done directly on the  
FACE website.

Wildlife on  
the farm
How many different types of grass 
can you find within a square metre? 
Children from Valley Primary 
School on Anglesey found plenty, 
on a visit to Gwêl Enlli Farm in July. 
They learned how a wide variety 
of grasses, plants and flowers 
thrive on the farm, which is farmed 
organically, and how these provide 
a varied diet for the Welsh Black 
cows and a source of food for 
many insects, including mayflies, 
dragonflies and butterflies. They 
also found water voles and frogs, 
and saw trees which had been 
planted. Dr Wil Roberts and Dr 
Diana Roberts, the farmers, led the 
visit as part of a Soil Association 
and Organic Centre Wales project.

FACE team meeting
The venue for this year’s FACE 
team summer meeting was 
the Institute of Biological, 
Environmental and Rural Sciences 
(IBERS) at Aberystwyth University. 
Staff provided a tour of the facilities, 
including the Miscanthus (elephant 
grass) bio fuel trial plots, the high-
sugar grass breeding programme 
and the Grassohol project, where 
scientists are processing grass to 
produce a range of products that 
are normally derived from oil, 
including fuels, textiles and plastics. 
Using land for energy crops without 
harming food production is one of 
the great challenges of agriculture 
at present, and scientists at IBERS 
are working on all aspects of food 

security and sustainability, from the 
laboratory to the field.

FACE News

Thanks to support from the Big 
Lottery Fund, FACE carried out 
a project working with families 
from disadvantaged areas in 
Poole. Participants had new 
opportunities to develop their life 
skills through exploring biodiversity 
on farms. As a result of the project, 
families learnt how to access the 
countryside on their own for  
leisure and to take part in nature 
related activities.

FACE SW Co-ordinator Paul Hillard 
organised 6 farm visits for a total of 
81 children and 41 adults. The farms 
offered chances to handle seeds, 
feed lambs, take part in trailer tours 
and find evidence of wildlife.

The families involved were full  
of excitement and interest 
and FACE is delighted to have 
introduced them to some of the 
joys of the countryside.

Biodiversity c/o British Farming Workplace 
Learning project
Secondary schools have responded 
with great enthusiasm to a 
query asking if they would like to 
establish a link with a local farm. 
Over a hundred schools have 
requested a farmer:

•	� hosting visits from small groups 
of students to learn about how 
the business works

•	� going into school to give a talk or 
presentation about farming or an 
aspect of the farming business

•	� providing information about 
agriculture to the teachers to 
support their lessons

•	� offering work experience 
opportunities for individual 
students or groups of students

FACE is now working in partnership 
with the National Farmers’ Union 
to match the schools’ requests to 
offers from their farmer members. 
If you are a farmer who would like 
to take part, please register your 
interest at  

http://www.face-online.org.uk/
workplacelearningprojectfarmers

FACE News

FACE is working in 
partnership with Harper 
Adams University College 
to deliver an accredited 
training course throughout 
the country for primary 
school teachers about 
food, farming and the 
countryside. These courses 
are being delivered 
throughout England and 
Wales and as a result of 
their success, a further 
course has been developed 
for careers teachers 
and advisers. With the 
demise of the Connexions 
Service, schools will now 
be responsible for arranging their 
own careers provision and this 
course will help provide teachers 
with up to date information about 
the wide range of careers available 

throughout the food and  
farming sector.

Visit My Farm
Working in partnership with LEAF 
and Natural England, FACE has 
created a programme of support for 
farmers hosting visits consisting of 
workshops and a new Visit My Farm 
website www.visitmyfarm.org. The 
website is a unique, one-stop shop 
providing a wealth of information, 
resources and ideas for engaging 
farm visits, and an easy-to-use 

online information hub for farmers 
who want to get involved.

Calling primary teachers and 
careers advisors!

For details of all FACE courses 
available, visit http://www.face-online.
org.uk/face-seminars



The necessity of attracting young 
people into the farming industry is 
one of the Yorkshire Agricultural 
Society’s key aims. Says Chief 
Executive, Nigel Pulling: “It’s 
absolutely vital that at the very 
least, young people are aware 
of the wide variety of career 
opportunities in the rural sector. 
We need bright young people as 
tomorrow’s industry leaders as well 
as hands-on farmers.”

Two Society supported events 
have been held recently. Around 
1,000 teenagers attended the 

fourth Countryside Careers 
Day to talk to staff from a wide 

range of businesses, colleges and 
organisations. Complementing 
this was a conference to “teach 
the teachers.” Organised by The 
Food & Farming Forum, careers 
advisers and teachers were told of 
the importance of attracting top 
flight students to the sector and 
the opportunities available. “We 
need them to signpost students to 
what’s out there so they can make 
informed decisions,” said Nigel.

Following the success of its seasonal 
family events at Moulton College’s 
Countryside Education Centre at 

Holdenby, 
a new 
Facebook 
group has 
been created 
where 
families can 
share their 

experiences.  The aim is to create 
an online “scrapbook” where 
people can post pictures and 
comments and keep in touch with 
others they meet at the events. 
There are already many families 
who visit several times throughout 
the year and this will give them the 
opportunity to keep in touch and 
share pictures and videos. Using 
Facebook also allows the centre to 

communicate more effectively  
with families to keep them up to 
date with upcoming events and plan 
last minute events such as snow 
activity days.  

The centre is part of Moulton 
College’s aim to introduce the 
principles of the countryside to very 
young children and as part if this it 
is hoped to create a community of 
families sharing their enjoyment of 
the countryside through the centre.  

Farming, 
Environment and 
Sustainability 
Challenge results 

The Final of the 2011 Farming, 
Environment and Sustainability 
Challenge, which is run by the 
Newbury and District Agricultural 
Society, was recently hosted at 
Sheepdrove Organic Farm with 
a record eight Secondary schools 
reaching the Final from across the 
whole of the County. The topics 

were wide ranging and each school 
was linked with a business and 
worked on a challenge of benefit to 
both partners. 

The winners, Trinity School, had 
worked with Cobbs Farm Shop 
to design recipes for the teenage 
market, using produce from the 
farm. The runners up were Down’s 
School who had adopted some 
rescue hens from the Swindon 
Animal Rescue Centre. Following 
their experience of caring for the 
hens, they produced leaflets for the 
Rescue Centre to give to future 

customers, offering guidance on 
caring for the birds.  Also in second 
place were Theale Green School.  
These students had worked with 
the gamekeeper on the Englefield 
estate to devise deer proof netting 
for the plants and trees there.

FACE Members’ News

Yorkshire Agricultural Society Countryside Careers

Moulton College Facebook project

FACE farmer 
supports 
Food for Life 
Project
FACE farm member, Virginia 
Deradour, has successfully 
supported two Food For Life 
schools in Buckinghamshire. One 

school has made nine visits to her 
farm during the past year and all 
the pupils from both schools are 
actively involved in life on the farm. 
Although the project is drawing to 
a close, teachers from both schools 
have told FACE that food, farming 
and the farm visit are now really 
part of the school curriculum and 
are there to stay and it has been 
the most brilliant experience of  
a lifetime.

The  
Co-operative 
Farms
Budding David Bellamys from a 
Bristol primary school got their 
hands dirty putting the finishing 
touches to a wildlife pond at 
The Co-operative Farms’ Down 
Ampney estate. The year three 
school children, aged seven to eight-
years-old, from Little Mead Primary 
School, Gosforth Road, took a 
break from the classroom to learn 
about food and farming as part of 
The Co-operative’s From Farm to 
Fork (FF2F) project. 

During the day the youngsters 
learnt about The Co-operative’s 
farms, the crops they grow and 
healthy eating. They also learnt how 
to prepare a nutritious meal by 
making fresh pasta and pasta salad 
from scratch using ingredients from 
The Co-operative Farms product 
range. The pupils also helped lay 
edging stones and put plants,  
such as bulrushes and irises, in a 
new wildlife pond, which aims to 
attract a variety of wildlife, including 
frogs, newts, water beetles and 
water boatmen. 

For more information:
Michelle Padwick, 07753929212
www.greenschools.coop. 

Cook 
Your Own 
Potatoes
Potato Council are delighted to 
announce the launch of their 
exciting new Secondary School 
project Cook Your Own Potatoes, 
following the success of their hugely 
popular primary school project, 
Grow Your Own Potatoes. After 
extensive research carried out 
in secondary schools nationwide, 
Potato Council have produced 
a tailor made web site to fit the 
requirements of food technology 
teachers at secondary level.

Cook Your Own Potatoes is an 
informative site with a wealth 
of useful resources linked to the 
curriculum. As well as skills videos 
and recipes there will be lesson 
plans and work sheets to help 
create lively and educational lessons. 
Potato council will be exploring 
the areas of health and nutrition, 
sustainability, taste and versatility 
supported by an inspiring on-line 
resource library.  
Launched during Potato Week (1st 
– 7th October) Cook Your Own 
Potatoes is available online at  
www.cyop.potato.org.uk. 

FACE Members’ News



Peak District National Park rangers 
got together with the Dove Valley 
Education Centre to whisk children 
from Hartington and Biggin Primary 
School back to Tudor times. 

A full day’s activities were staged, 
with both the children and leaders 
dressed in Tudor clothes, re-
enacting what daily life would have 
been like for ordinary people in the 
times of Henry VIII or Elizabeth 1. 

Area ranger Lynn Burrow explained: 
“The children collected vegetables 
from a Tudor garden and water from a 
well; they cooked medieval potage and 
oatcakes over an open fire then had 
a go at spinning and weaving. They 
also became an oxen team learning 
how medieval ridge and furrows were 
formed, before trying their hand at 
dead hedging.” 

The day included a drama based on 
historic events at the centuries-old 
farmhouse near Sheen where the 
centre is based. The children also 
explored Tudor documents relating 
to the land, and wrote their own 
wills with a quill.

Bee Creative
Children from St Pius R C Primary 
School in Barrow recently visited 
FACE member Growing Well as 
part of an arts project run by the 
Brewery Arts in Kendal.  Working 
in partnership with George Grange 
from the Brewery Arts Centre, 
the children enjoyed getting 
creative around the subject of bees, 
producing some lovely colourful 
collages. Pupils also walked around 
the Growing Well site which 
has an abundance of flowering 
vegetable plants, learning about the 
importance of bees and their role in 
pollination. How honey is made was 
also demonstrated and some pupils 
couldn’t resist dressing up in the 
appropriate clothing!  

For more stories about school 
visits to Growing Well visit  
www.growingwell.co.uk.

Children go back to Tudor days 
on a Peak District farm 

Helping 
Schools 
to Grow 
Healthy Food
The South of England Agricultural 
Society provided funding to 
encourage land-based colleges 
to help local primary schools 
to start growing healthy food 
with a special emphasis on using 
water wisely. Tutors and students 
from Plumpton College helped 
Ditchling CE Primary School and 
Plumpton Primary School pupils 
to come up with novel ideas to 
grow herbs and vegetables using 
recycled materials and as little 
water as possible. The results of 
their labours were exhibited at 
the South of England Show where 
the theme was ‘Water’. South-
East Water kindly provided two 
water butts for the winning school 
- Ditchling CE Primary. The whole 
school was involved with the 
project and pupils enjoyed  
the hands-on learning under 
expert guidance.

FACE Members’ News

Food for Life 
Partnership 
drives change
Since 2007, Food for Life 
Partnership (FFLP) schools across 
England have been putting the 
subject of fresh, healthy, sustainable 
food firmly into the centre of pupils’ 
lives. While the success of the 
scheme can be demonstrated by 
over 4,000 schools participating, 
independent evaluation of its 
impact is encouraging. Evidence 
reveals that FFLP school pupils have 
healthier eating habits. Increased 
consumption of fruit and vegetables 
is attributed to farm-based learning 
and participation in cooking and 
growing activities. The research also 
suggests that FFLP can help reduce 
the health and academic attainment 
gap between disadvantaged children 
and their peers. Uptake of free 
school meals has increased, seen 
as crucial in encouraging healthy 
eating. The Partnership has shown 
that taking a ‘big picture’ approach 
by putting food culture at the heart 
of schools is crucial in driving real 
change, and the project is proud of 
its achievements.

Visit www.foodforlife.org.uk for 
the evaluation report.

Westmorland 
County 
Agricultural 
Society – Farm 
Open Days 2011
“Definitely the best school trip 
ever” was the unanimous verdict 
from schools who attended this 
year’s Farm behind the Food 

event held on 29 June and 1 July.  
Attendance was excellent with an 
amazing 1,550 children and teachers 
from 35 schools – not forgetting the 
demonstrators and helpers which 
meant that the farm was a very 
busy place!

The aim was to encourage children 
to understand the link between 
agriculture and food, learn how 
food is produced and where it 
comes from. The farm was split into 
bases, giving the children an insight 
into life on a working farm with  
lots of opportunities to  
touch, feel and smell! Alongside 
traditional farming demonstrations 
including sheep shearing, sheepdog 
handling and poultry keeping, 
additional elements were included 
to further help connect food and 
farming such as cheese and  
sausage-making demonstrations. 

Thanks go to The Mason of 
Heaves Farm for hosting the event.

Lifelong learner
FACE Farm member John Whitby 
(53) of J & S Whitby from Rowley 
Farm, South Buckinghamshire has 
recently completed his Masters 
Degree in Organic Agriculture at 
the Scottish Agricultural College, 
Aberdeen. The course was part 
time, involving a commitment for 
the past three years.

For his research topic John 
investigated the value of on Farm 
Education from the perspective of 
both teachers and farmers. Rowley 
Farm was recently shortlisted in 
the final of the Bayer Face awards 
and John hosts many educational 
visits on the farm, often preceded 
by a visit in school. As well as giving 
visiting students an insight into 
modern farming and farmer’s wider 

role in the countryside John hopes 
to inspire young people to consider 
a career in agriculture or its many 
allied industries.

John says “you can never be too 
educated to be a farmer nowadays”. 
His achievements in lifelong learning 
are a fitting testament to this. 

FACE Members’ News



New website for Cornish primary schools

A website for children all about farming in Cornwall 
and how the food it produces arrives on the plate has 
been launched by the Cornwall Food and Farming 
Group. With photos, games, recipes and sound effects,  
www.cornwallfoodandfarming.net is an informative and 
fun way for primary school aged children to get a better 
understanding of agriculture and food production in 
Cornwall. As well as information on what is happening 
on the farm and what produce is in season, there is a 
list of farms to visit, background stories about iconic 
Cornish foods and a monthly archive of things to look 
out for.

Clean Hands Zone Toolkit

FCFCG (Federation of City Farms and Community 
Gardens) has designed a set of free-to-use, highly 
accessible, health and safety signs to encourage farm 
visitors to wash their hands. Better signage was 
called for by the Griffin Report, following the E.coli 
outbreak in 2010. The flexible toolkit allows farms to 
incorporate their own branding and includes guidance 
on how to write clear, accessible leaflets and notices. 
For more information: http://www.farmgarden.org.uk/
publications/856-clean-hands-zone-toolkit

Farming in North  
Norfolk DVD

A wide range of resources written by teachers for 
teachers to be used both within the classroom and as 
part of outdoor learning can be found on this DVD. It 
includes eight modules about crops, livestock and the 
rural environment in north Norfolk but is suitable for 
use across the county and further afield. For a free copy 
(one per school) contact moya@face-online.org.uk  

Grain Chain reshoots

Grainchain.com is a new and improved educational 
resource from Home Grown Cereals Authority for 
teachers providing free, curriculum-linked resources 
and a new families section so that learning can continue 
outside the classroom. As well as lesson plans, activity 
sheets and interactive-whiteboard activities, the site 
also includes games, videos, podcasts and recipes. 

Let’s Talk Farming some more

Two new resources have been launched by the NFU 
under the Let’s Talk Farming brand. A fun book aimed 
at four- to seven-year-olds features colouring-in tasks, 
a farming-year guide, farm-animal maze and a cut-

out-and-wear cow mask. The Activity Book aimed at 
eight- to 12- year-olds features a farming crossword, 
Red Tractor recipe and eye-spy challenge. http://www.
whyfarmingmatters.co.uk/Get-involved/Get-involved/ 

Listen to life in the countryside

The Sensory Trust in partnership with LEAF has 
recorded farmers and nature enthusiasts talking about 
some of the everyday events that they are most 
passionate about. The dawn chorus of chickens, strange 
tools for seeing inside a bird’s nest, feeding a rugby 
scrum of hungry sheep on a frosty winter morning or 
walking through summer fields at harvest - all have 
been recorded on location to capture the rich sounds 
of each setting. As well as these audio clips there 
is a booklet of suggestions for incorporating them 
into the curriculum, and activity ideas. http://www.
letnaturefeedyoursenses.org/letnature/listen.eb 

Meat Education bites

The Meat and Education website  
http://meatandeducation.redmeatinfo.com/resources/65 
has two new teaching resources. DigiBites features 15 
video clips, with teachers’ notes, designed to introduce 
nutritional topics and stimulate debate. All About Meat 
is a new series of six modules designed to support  
KS3-4 student understanding of meat production, 
nutrition and preparation, each comprising a 
PowerPoint presentation, teachers’ notes, classroom 
activities, curriculum links and links to other resources. 

Seed Saving in Schools 

Garden Organic has produced a new booklet to 
support schools in saving and swapping seed. It outlines 
the principles of saving your own seed, explains how 
you can help protect heritage varieties, and includes 
practical activities that encourage pupils and teachers 
to explore the fascinating world of seeds. For this and 
more resources: http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/
growyourown/posters-resources.php 

Pig Issue

Ladies In Pigs have created “The Pig Issue” aimed at  
Key Stage 1 and 2 primary children. They have 
incorporated some Pig facts on the “did you know” 
page, some recipes that will appeal to children and also 
a colouring competition to win a digital camera. The 
booklet is also linked with healthy eating which is so 
important in school.

Download a copy at www.ladiesinpigs.co.uk

New Resources FACE Members’ News

SMILE (Students 
Motivate Innovative 
Learning through 
Enterprise.) 2011
FACE member Lakeside Farm Park 
is closely involved in the SMILE 
project. The farm ran a planting 
workshop and all involved were 
kept busy in the sunshine at Kenfig 
Nature reserve. 

The theme this year was “the 
plight of the Bumble Bee” and the 
winning song by Dolau Primary will 
be published shortly and will be 
available to download from i tunes. 

The winning design bee from the 
primary schools was unveiled after 
being produced by engineering 
students of Bridgend College.

YFCs to 
help support 
agricultural 
learning in 
schools
The National Federation of 
Young Farmers’ Clubs (NFYFC) 
is working with Warwickshire 
Young Farmers’ Clubs and FACE 
to develop new ways of forging 
mutually beneficial links between 
YFCs and schools.

A new workshop is being 
developed this autumn which 
will help equip Young Farmers’ 
Clubs members to go into schools 
and help broaden students’ 
understanding of the agricultural 
industry, potential careers in the 
sector and opportunities available 
through agricultural colleges.

The pilot scheme will work on a 
peer mentoring model and may be 
further developed to include farm 
walks as part of Cardinal Wiseman 
School’s environmental and land-
based GCSE course, although it 
could be expanded to include  
sixth-form students who might  
be considering attending  
agricultural colleges.

The pilot project, which resulted 
from NFYFC co-sponsoring the 
first School Farms Network 
conference in July, will also explore 
the possibility of creating an in-
school YFC at the Coventry school.

Schools at the 
Newbury Show
Pupils from 62 schools across 
Berkshire visited the Education 
tent at the Newbury Show to see 

40 displays on the competition 
theme of “Outside the Classroom”.  
Entries showcased, amongst 
other subjects, the huge number 
and variety of allotments now 
established in school grounds.  


